
SPECIAL PLANTS OF THE MONTH                        September 2020          

This month’s selection is a mix of ornamentals and both exotic and native species which are useful 
to, or otherwise interact with wildlife, livestock and people.  Keep an eye out for other colourful 
species on your way through the mallee section west of East Gate on the south boundary. 
 

     See over page for map                                          *An Australian native 

*1 Gastrolobium celsianum Swan River pea Endemic to south-west WA 
 G. celsianum is a prostrate or scrambling low shrub with glossy, green leaves, silvery-grey beneath, and 

dark-red pea flowers on show from late winter through spring and into summer. The genus is sometimes 
known as the “poison peas” because many have foliage that is toxic to stock, although not to native animals.  
Swan River pea, however, is not toxic so can be safely used as a colourful, bird-attracting, garden plant. 

2 Aeonium arboreum var. atropurpureum fa nigrum ‘Schwarzkopf’  Cultivar 
 A striking, bushy succulent with tall, branched stems each crowned by a broad rosette of black-purple glossy 

leaves.  Yellow, star-shaped flowers appear on mature rosettes giving a stunning contrast with the dark 
leaves. These make an ideal bedding plant with low water demands.  Most Aeonium species are native to 
islands, like the Canary Islands, off the coast of North Africa.   

3 Salvia africana-lutea Beach sage, golden sage Coastal S. Africa (Namaqualand to Port Alfred) 
 High on the bank behind some lavender, this grey-green shrub, (now renamed S. aurea) does well in the 

hot, dry Adelaide summer.  The flowers quickly age from yellow to a rusty-orange, leaving a persistent 
saucer-shaped calyx when the petals fall.  Birds looking for nectar trigger the anthers to stamp them with 
pollen. 

*4 Eremophila Garden Emu bushes or poverty bushes Endemic to mainland Australia 
 Explore this garden for colour and shapes of Eremophila flowers.  Those with muted colours and the 3 lower 

lobes of the corolla forming a landing platform are likely pollinated by insects.  More brightly-coloured, often 
red, flowers attract honeyeaters which are dusted with pollen by the long stamens protruding from drooping 
corolla tubes with only one narrow, recurved lower lobe.  Research today is adding to long-held indigenous 
knowledge of medicinal uses of this genus with discoveries of anti-bacterial and anti-fungal compounds. 

*5 Hakea leucoptera Needle hakea Arid zones of mainland Australia 

 

Indigenous Australians used the roots of this drought-tolerant hakea as a water source, collecting the 
moisture oozing from one end of a root while the other was heated over a slow fire.  Nectar was used for 
sweetening drinks and burnt bark as a poultice for sores and burns. The distinctive, woody bi-valved fruits 
each containing two winged seeds are a major source of food for the endangered glossy black cockatoo. 

*6 Eucalyptus youngiana Ooldea mallee, yardarlbara Great Victoria Desert (SA and WA) 
 Named for Ooldea, once a settlement on the Transcontinental Railway, and for Jess Young who collected 

the type specimen on Ernest Giles’ east-west expedition in 1875, this mallee has the heaviest fruits 
(gumnuts) of any eucalypt.  Lignotubers of yardarlbara were used as a water source by aboriginal people 
when travelling. 

*7 Dodonaea stenozyga Desert hopbush   NSW, Vic, SA, WA 

 

A hardy, highly ornamental shrub, from semi-arid mallee scrub or open eucalypt woodland, which can be 
grown singly or as an informal hedge.  The tiny flowers, usually 2-3 together are inconspicuous, whereas the 
4-winged, leathery, red capsules (fruit) set amongst the mid-green compound leaves are most decorative.   

*8 Austrostipa elegantissima Feather or elegant spear grass Southern Australia from WA to NSW 

 

This fine-leaved, perennial grass is growing under a stand of tall Eremophila bignoniiflora in the Mallee 
Section.  Widespread on limestone soils in the Mallee it produces spreading pyramidal seed heads with 
wispy branches covered in fine silky hairs.  In WA red-eared firetail finches line their nests with these stems.  
It is palatable to stock and native fauna, but awned seeds can burrow into wool and even the skin of sheep.   

*9 Eucalyptus leptophylla Narrow-leaved red mallee Vic and NSW as well as SA and WA 
 In contrast to those of Ooldea mallee, the flower buds and woody fruits (3 to 5 mm diameter) of this slender 

eucalypt must be amongst the smallest in the genus Eucalyptus.  The bud caps turn red before flowering 
and promise a spectacular display of small white flowers when they are pushed off by emerging stamens. 

10 Oteata acuminata ssp. acuminata Mexican weeping bamboo Southern Mexico, Central America 

 This small ornamental with attractive weeping foliage makes a good garden choice as it does not easily 
spread and will tolerate both frost and drought.  A member of the grass family (Poaceae) it belongs to an old 
group of fast-growing species with many practical uses.  Some ancient and modern uses for bamboos are 
scaffolding, furniture, fuel, tableware, textiles and musical instruments, as well as food for humans, pandas 
and the endangered golden bamboo lemur.  

11 Tetraclinis articulata Alerce, Sandarac gum tree Western Mediterranean region 

 The only species in its genus, alerce is one of a small number of conifers that can regrow, sprouting from 
stumps.  Burls (like mallee lignotubers) growing beneath the ground have a high content of sandarac, a resin 
used as an alternative to Canada balsam in the preparation of microscope slides, as well as for lacquers and 
a varnish used in preserving paintings.   Tetraclinis articulata can also be trained as a bonsai.  

 


