
SPECIAL PLANTS OF THE MONTH                        October 2020          

Apart from the selection below, there are many species in various stages of flowering to be seen as 
you follow the self-guided walk.  Don’t miss the Wisteria arbours on either side of the Mediterranean 
Garden, just north of the Museum of Economic Botany and the Schomburgk Pavilion. 
 

     See over page for map                                          *An Australian native 

*1 Emmenosperma alphitonioides Yellow ash, bonewood Coastal, SE NSW to Cape York 
 The panicles of tiny white flowers will be followed by clusters of orange capsules (fruit) over summer. The 

open fruit has two shiny red seeds clinging to the axis, hence the name from the Greek ‘emmeno’ I cleave 
to, and ‘sperma’ seed. The attractive silvery bark becomes more fissured as the tree ages, with a gradual 
widening of the flanged base. The pale wood provides a useful general-purpose timber. 

*2 Grevillea banksii  ‘Pink Candelabra’  Cultivar 
 G. banksii is named for Sir Joseph Banks.  A native of the central Queensland coast, it has long been a 

popular garden plant, and a parent of many smaller, highly floriferous hybrids noted for their large cylindrical 
flower clusters.  This elegant cultivar grows to about 3 metres and is ideal for hedges and screening.   

*3 Doryanthes palmeri Giant spear lily Endemic to NE NSW and SE Queensland 
 One of only two species in the family Doryanthaceae, the giant spear lily produces a flower spike from a 

large rosette of stiff, sword-shaped leaves.  Sometimes as long as 5 metres, the flowering stem often droops 
under the weight of the deep-red or orange-red flowers.  Young flower spikes were roasted and eaten by 
local indigenous peoples, as were the roots which were mashed to a pulp and made into cakes.    

4 The Little Sprouts Kitchen Garden  Combining beauty with production in a kitchen garden 
 In the middle of the bed around the central water pump is a patch of the domesticated potato (Solanum 

tuberosum) an herbaceous perennial native to the Americas.   Along with the many varieties still grown in 
Andean villages, commercial varieties, grown widely for their large, starch-rich tubers, make up the world’s 
fourth largest food crop.  Wild and domestic varieties produce edible tubers of many different colours, 
including blue, yellow or pink.  However, any green, alkaloid-rich tissue should be discarded. To the west are 
rows of the attractive, blue-flowered corn cockle (Agrostemma githago).  Once a weed in corn (wheat) crops, 
it is now rare in its native range in temperate Europe, due to modern agricultural practices.  Some now 
lament the loss of biodiversity.   The imaginative use of dwarf fuchsias, and honeysuckles to edge this bed 
adds to the diversity of pollinators and the beauty of this little garden designed to enthuse youngsters. 

*5 Alectryon coriaceus Beach bird’s eye Queensland and northern NSW 

 

Beach bird’s eye is an evergreen coastal shrub or small tree which grows on sand dunes, in littoral rainforest 
and on coastal swamp margins.  Its small greenish-yellow flowers are followed by distinctive fruits with one 
or two black seeds surrounded by fleshy red arils which attract birds and other seed-dispersing animals. 
Alectryon, from the Greek for rooster, refers to the cockscomb appearance of the aril around the seed. 

*6 Chionanthus ramiflorus Native olive       Northeast Qld, Southeast Asia, India, China, Nepal 
 The first tree overhanging the ramp on the left as you enter the Bicentennial Conservatory from the south is 

a native tree from the olive family (Oleaceae).  In the wild, these trees form scented panicles of white flowers 
followed by small, blue drupes similar to those of the commercial olive (Olea europaea). Though not edible 
by humans, the fruits of native olive are a major food for the jagged-tailed bower bird in Queensland. 

*7 Paraserianthes toona       Red siris or Mackay cedar                                 Central to NE Queensland 

 

Just past the crest of the elevated walkway look for an overhanging tree with a straight, mustard-coloured 
trunk.  Native to the coastal rainforests and monsoon forests of north Queensland red, siris grows to 30m 
with a spreading canopy of feathery, bipinnate leaves.  In the wild, it is briefly deciduous for a period in 
September or October and bears the flattened seed pods (legumes) typical of the family Leguminosae. 

*8 Syzygium tierneyanum River cherry, satin ash, lillipilly NE Qld, PNG, Solomon Islands 

 

River cherry naturally grows in rain forest along creeks and watercourses, from sea level to 450 m, and is 
sometimes planted along waterways to stabilise the banks.  Now popular as a street tree, or as a shade tree 
in parks, it bears creamy flowers followed by bunches of pinkish-red fruit which can be made into jam. The 
fresh fruit is edible, but not very appealing.  Cassowaries are known to eat the fallen fruit on the forest floor. 

9 Euphorbia neriifolia Indian spurge tree   Originally from central India 
 This perennial succulent is shrub-like in cultivation but can grow as a 2-6m tree in the wild.  Ranks of prickly 

appendages spiral around the five-angled stems which end in terminal clusters of leathery, glossy leaves 
said to resemble those of Nerium oleander.  Often grown as a living fence in Indian villages, it also has a 
long list of local medicinal uses by those who know how to manage the toxicity of its latex. 

10 Gomphrena sp. Globe amaranths, bachelor’s buttons Mainly Central and South America  

 Gomphrena is a genus of about 100 species of low-growing annuals or perennials, with about 35 species in 
Australia.  They prefer a sunny site with fertile well drained soil and ample water during the growing season.  
Gomphrenas are used as long-lasting cut or dried flowers.  The colour of the bright magenta, globular 
flowerheads comes from the papery bracts supporting each of the tiny white or yellow flowers in the head. 

 


