
SPECIAL PLANTS FOR THE MONTHS          WITTUNGA TRAIL 
         May, June and July 2020 
 
Enjoy the variety of Australian and South African plants and an Asian plant that Wittunga has on 
display.  See over the page for a map of plant locations.                                                  

1 Diospyros kaki Persimmon                                                         China 
 Cultivated in China for more than 2000 years, the persimmon is now grown throughout the world. Common 

in Japan and Korea, they are planted both for their edible fruit and as a decorative tree. This is one of 
Wittunga’s oldest trees, planted by Edwin Ashby and still growing strongly after more than 100 years. The 
fruit is best eaten when really ripe, often with a spoon as it becomes quite soft 

2 Protea repens                                                      Sugar bush South Africa 
 The first protea to be grown outside Africa, at Kew from 1774 and in Australia and New Zealand from about 

1890, Protea repens was once the national flower of South Africa. The large blooms are actually a central 
collection of small flowers, which can be cream, pink or a deep red, surrounded by colourful bracts. 
Widespread in South Africa, it prefers lowland areas and is one of the tallest shrubs found in the Fynbos 
area of the Eastern Cape.  

3 Correa reflexa                                                                      Native fuchsia Qld, NSW, Vic, Tas, SA 
 Named in 1800 by a French botanist travelling on the La Perouse expedition to southern Tasmania, this 

correa is widespread throughout much of south-eastern Australia. Endemic to Australia, in 1803 Correa 
became a distinct genus, named after Jose Correia da Serra, a Portuguese botanist. Correa reflexa varies a 
great deal in shape, size and flower colour depending on soil and rainfall. It is an easy correa to grow but 
prefers some shade and good drainage.  

4 Acacia boormanii  Snowy Mountain wattle NSW, Vic 
 Originally found only in the high country of NSW and Victoria, this wattle is now naturalised in central 

Victoria and colder parts of SA, though not considered a pest species. It is named after John Boorman, a 
botanist at Sydney Botanic Gardens (from 1887), who collected many plant species throughout NSW and 
Qld. Popular in cultivation, it tolerates many soils, forming a small copse and flowering profusely in mid to 
late winter in SA. It tolerates pruning to keep the shrub compact. 

5 Alogyne hakeifolia  Native hibiscus WA, Kangaroo Island 
 Alyogyne hakeifolia is a species of flowering plant found in southern regions of Australia. The plant is similar 

to a hibiscus and was assumed to be part of that genus for many years. It is known to have been cultivated 
in England since the mid nineteenth century. 

6 Melaleuca cuticularis  Salt water paperbark WA 

 

A member of the Myrtaceae family, it occurs naturally in the Esperance, Albany and Stirling Range districts 
of Western Australia. It grows on saline soils around estuaries and salt lakes. Stems and trunk are clad in a 
pale papery bark which contrasts well with the foliage. Judicious pruning should be carried out to expose the 
trunk and lower branches so that this feature can be accentuated. 

7 Grevillea infundibularis Fan-leaf or funnel-leaf grevillea SW Western Australia 
 Endemic to a small area of the Fitzgerald River National Park this sprawling shrub grows in heathland or the 

understorey of small to medium trees, where its bright-red flowers may appear throughout the year.  New 
leaves are often distinctly funnel-shaped, hence ‘infundibularis’ derived from the Latin word for funnel. 

8 Acacia dodonaeifolia Hop-leaved wattle, sticky wattle SA, Vic 

 

A 2-6 m high slender shrub with slightly sticky young stems, and phyllodes resembling the leaves of one of 
the common species of Dodonaea (hop bushes).  The flowerheads, or little golf balls of buds, may contain 
as many as 40 tiny flowers.  Said to be endemic to SA, it is naturalised and spreading in western Victoria. 

9 Allocasuarina verticillata Drooping she-oak SA, Vic, Tasmania, NSW 

 

These young she-oaks may eventually attain a height of 4-10m and a canopy of drooping, green branchlets.  
Once included in Casuarina, the new genus Allocasuarina now contains those species with (1) much 
woodier ‘seed cones’ and (2) samaras (winged fruits) with much darker and glossier seed than those of 
Casuarina species.  A. verticillata seed is a staple of the diet of glossy black cockatoos on Kangaroo Island.  

10 Solanum laciniatum Kangaroo apple SE Australia, NZ 
 A fast-growing shrub to 3m from the nightshade family with orange-yellow berries.  Cultivars are grown in 

NZ, India, eastern Europe and elsewhere for the young foliage which contains steroids used as precursors 
for the manufacture of contraceptives.  A colonising species, it has also been used in mine-site reclamation.  

11 Corymbia citriodora  Lemon-scented gum Qld 
 Grows to around 35m tall and is best suited for parks and large properties. A good tree for honey production 

and refined oil from its leaves is used as an insect repellent.  It also represents an environmental concern in 
invaded areas due to its slow decomposition rate, preventing the germination and growth of native species.  

 


