
SPECIAL PLANTS OF THE MONTH                        July 2020 

Included in this month’s featured plants are several species of Acacia.  They range from species with 
true leaves, to those with modified leaf stalks (phyllodes) like most Australian acacias, or the less 
common modified stems of flat wattle (#2).  But, as young seedlings, even those species with 
modified foliage briefly produce true leaves. 

     See next page for map                                          *An Australian native 

1 Raised garden beds An extension to the Little Sprouts Kitchen Garden  
 These new garden beds herald the beginning of a new public programme for the Adelaide Botanic Garden. 

The programme is designed to support fragile and vulnerable adults through therapeutic experiences of 

gardening.  The initial herb and vegetable plantings in raised wicking beds are of beetroot, lettuce and 

winter-loving brassicas such as mustard greens and a number of varieties of kale. The planting 

demonstrates how vegetables can be used for decorative, as well as culinary purposes.  The site will 

eventually include a teaching glasshouse providing a covered teaching space, and opportunities for other 

community groups, such as plant societies, to participate in the programme. 

*2 Acacia glaucoptera Flat wattle Western Australia 
 The unusual foliage of this highly ornamental, slightly prickly shrub is made up of winged stems (cladodes) 

rather than leaves or phyllodes. The attractive purple-red of the new growth turns blue-grey with age. The 
globular yellow flowerheads appear along the axis of the stem in winter and spring.  Suitable for screening, 
or as a barrier in low traffic areas, it responds well to pruning.  Flat wattle does best on well-drained soils, 
and also grows well in poor soils on the coast. 

*3 Acacia cardiophylla        Wyalong wattle New South Wales 
 Grown for its attractive foliage, this little stand of four has feathery, bipinnate leaves with tiny heart-shaped 

pinnules.  The large spreading acacia in the bed opposite, now a species of Vachellia, also has true leaves.  

4 Pistacia atlantica Mt Atlas mastic tree, Persian turpentine tree North Africa to the Iranian plateau 
 One of 9 species of pistachio, it is the most economically important tree in the rural west of Iran, planted to 

combat soil erosion, for reforestation and as rootstock for the commercial Pistacia vera.  The resin provides 
a chewing (mastic) gum with antimicrobial and antifungal activity.  Oil from the fruit is used in perfumes, 
tannins from the leaf for processing leather, and the sap for incense. 

5 Podocarpus polystachyus Sea teak Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, PNG and Philippines 

 

Sea teak grows in a range of habitats, from sandy beaches landward of mangrove thickets, to degraded 
heath forest and inland limestone hills.  Depending on habitat, it may grow as a 2-3 m shrub, a stunted tree 
to 7 m, or a robust tree to 40 m tall.  The 40m trees are a valuable source of pale, yellowish-brown timber 
used for construction, boat building and cabinet work, as well as matches and toothpicks.  It is one of the 
few species in the genus commonly planted as an ornamental tree in tropical countries. 

*6 Acacia cyperophylla Red mulga, creek-line miniritchie WA, NT, SA and QLD 
 From arid and semi-arid inland Australia, red mulga often follows drainage lines where sub-soil moisture is 

available.  The foliage of this medium tree, like most arid area acacias, consists of modified leaf stalks 
(phyllodes) that reduce water loss. The attractive bark curls back giving the look of curly hair (miniritchie). 

*7 Hakea spp.  (at least 6) Family Proteaceae A genus endemic to Australia 

 

The labels in this large patch of hakeas have been moved around, but H. tephrosperma has tall, curving 

stems with racemes of delicate, cream flowers.  Beneath one of these, H. nitida (frog or shining hakea) with 

its spiny leaves is about to flower.   Look for evidence of its pink pollen, and the frog-like, old woody fruits. 

8 Cupressus torulosa  Bhutan Cypress Western Himalayas 

 

This shade-intolerant conifer has a fragrant timber, prized for its straight grain and fine texture, which is 
resistant to termites and insects.  It produces attractive purplish brown cones with a grape-like bloom. 
Essential oils are extracted to treat inflammation and for use in cosmetics.  The national tree of Bhutan, it is 
considered sacred and is often planted outside monasteries and other religious places. 

9 Afrocarpus falcata Oteniqua or common yellowwood Malawi, Mozambique, S. Africa, Swaziland 
 Native to the montane forests of Southern Africa, oteniqua has many uses.  The bark and seeds are used in 

traditional medicine, the timber has been used for ship-building, furniture and flooring, and the bark for 
tanning.  Under the canopy beyond the lawn there are many single-seeded female cones. The seed has a 
woody coat covered in a fleshy resinous skin and is the only conifer seed known to be dispersed by bats. 

10 Schinus molle var. areira Pepper tree Mexico to South America 

 The tree on the western side of the Main Gate was planted in 1863 by our first Director George Francis. It is 

said that in those early days the tree was nurtured with night soil from the neighbouring Adelaide Hospital.   

The 2.5-metre-wide bulbous trunk is similar to other specimens in SA.  Amongst the long drooping foliage, 

the small round green to pinkish fruit produce a strong peppery smell.  The pepper trees east of the gate 

have much smaller trunks.  Trees in home gardens are known as great climbing trees for children. 

 


