
SPECIAL PLANTS OF THE MONTHS             WITTUNGA TRAIL 

  AUGUST and SEPTEMBER  2020 
 
Spot the bright yellow flowers found throughout the garden. This is the time of year that many acacias 
brighten up the countryside.  See over the page for map for plant locations.                                                  

1 Chamelaucium uncinatum ‘Early Mist’ Geraldton Wax WA 
 Many varieties are commercially available, named both for colour and for early/late flowering times. In the 

wild, Geraldton wax is most commonly white with varying tinges of mauve. The deeper purple forms are 
selected varieties propagated commercially. This Geraldton wax is a hybrid: (C. confertiflorum x C. 
uncinatum 'Alba'). Upright slender shrub, 1.5m high x 1m wide and medium white flowers.  

2 Lake Edge Upgrade   
 Notice the improvements made to the areas around the lake. Weed species such as bamboo and pampas 

grass have been removed from the lake banks. The lake ‘beach’ is now a pleasant place to admire the vista 
across the lake to the terraces as well as being a place to interact with the abundant birdlife. The many 
greenish corflute tree guards dotting the lake edge are protecting newly planted local riparian species.  

3 Alyogyne ‘Elle Maree’                                                         Native hibiscus Cultivar 
 This delicately-coloured cultivar was developed from the yellow-flowered form of A. hakeifolia, a species 

which appears in early illustrations, including those of Ferdinand Bauer.  Compared with Australian Hibiscus 
species, with which it was once grouped, individual flowers of Alyogyne last longer than a day, and new 
flowers appear over an extended period.  There is also a pink-flowered cultivar, Alyogyne ‘Melissa Anne’. 

4 Bulbinella nutans  African cat’s tail                                           SE South Africa 
 One of 18 species of Bulbinella found in South Africa, B. nutans flowers through late winter into early spring. 

Another six species occur naturally in central Otago, New Zealand. A clumping perennial with tufted clumps of 
fibrous leaves, it displays upright stems topped by a terminal raceme of pretty yellow flowers. Rootstock is a 
compact rhizome, making it hardy and also difficult to eradicate from bushland. 

5 Virgilia divaricata Pink blossom tree, Tree-in-a-hurry SE coastal South Africa 
 Virgilia was named in honour of Virgil, the Roman poet, because of its great beauty. It grows very quickly, 

often reaching full height within three years, hence the common name. Unfortunately, it also tends to fall over 
after about 15 years! Its scented blossoms are rich with nectar, attracting birds, many bees, butterflies and 
ants as well as the large ghost moth, which lays eggs at the base of the tree, so the caterpillars can bore into 
the wood. 

6 Buddleja salvifolia Butterfly bush  South Africa 

 

One of seven South African species, B. salvifolia is widespread through much of southern Africa, as well as a 
common garden plant, grown for its attractive growth habit and flowers. Scented blooms attract butterflies and 
bees and native animals browse on the leaves.  Indigenous Africans have many names for this Buddleja and 
use its roots for a cough remedy and its leaves for herbal tea, as well as an eye lotion. 

7 Callitris species Cypress pines  
 An interesting grove of young and old specimens including species C. drummondii, C. preissii and C. roei. 

Callitris only occur naturally in Australia and New Caledonia with 13 of the 15 species found in Australia. They 
are commonly called cypress pines because they are related to and resemble northern hemisphere 
cypresses. Although conifers, they trees are not true pines. 

8 Acacia acuminata Raspberry jam wattle South West WA 

 

Flowering is usually prolific and the local Nyungar peoples valued it highly for the abundance of nutritious 
seed (45% protein).  They had many uses for the wood, as did the colonists who used the termite-resistant 
timber for long-lasting fence posts.  The common name refers to the aroma of the freshly-cut timber.   

9 Acacia iteaphylla Flinders Ranges wattle SA, naturalised elsewhere 

 

In contrast to the tight, cylindrical flower clusters of the previous species, the pale-yellow flowers of Acacia 
iteaphylla are borne in the more familiar spherical clusters.  This popular ornamental is one of two species 
where the young flowering branches are initially enclosed in attractive, overlapping, brown-tipped bracts.  
Look for them amongst the young growth, but don’t confuse them with the distortions caused by gall wasps. 

10 Melaleuca cuticularis Saltwater paperbark SA (Kangaroo Is) WA 
 Able to grow in saline swamps and estuaries, it is common in coastal areas south of Perth.  The white or 

cream flowers appear in groups of three at the ends of the branchlets.  Unlike the closely-packed woody fruits 
along the stems of many Melaleuca species, M. cuticularis develops solitary, star-shaped woody capsules. 

11 Acacia pinguifolia Fat leaf wattle South Australia 
 Not described as a distinct species until 1947, this wattle is endemic to SA. Quite rare, it is now only found on 

the southern Eyre Peninsula, with a tiny population near Finnis, where the first named plant was found. 
Pinguifolia means fat (pinguis) leaved (folia) and refers to the smooth fleshy phyllodes. Unlike many acacias, 
it will not tolerate arid conditions. 

 


