
 

NOVEMBER 2021 WALK FROM THE LOWER CAR PARK 

 

To help keep visitors keep COVID-19 safe we have decided that, rather than supply a 
paper copy of the walk, there is a downloadable version on our website 
(https://www.friendsbgadelaide.com/guided-walks) or a copy in the Noticeboard at the 
Garden that may be photographed to take with you. The map is an enlarged section of  
an aerial image and the paths taken to see the plants described.  

 

To begin this walk, take the main road out past the noticeboards. On your right is a Meadow planting which includes a 

delightful mix of annuals which will provide an introductory splash of colour for your Mount Lofty Botanic Garden visit. 

Just past the Meadow planting are three specimens of michelias in full flower. Magnolia figo x yunnanensis ‘White 

Caviar’ is a cross between Magnolia figo and Magnolia yunnanensis. It grows to 4 metres high and 2 metres wide if 

left unpruned. It is a great screening tree for gardens as well as having these small fragrant cream flowers at this time 

of year.  

Follow the path around the Lake to South American Gully where plantings of Justicia rizzinii 

border the entrance. It is a member of the acanthus family Acanthaceae, and native to Brazil. 

The stems and leaves are downy, and it bears many tubular flowers of yellow shading to 

scarlet at the base giving it one of its common names of firecracker flower.   Each pair of leaves 

has one leaf smaller than the other. Among its many common names is Brazilian fuchsia, 

though it is not closely related to the true fuchsias. 

Libertia chilensis is an attractive grass like plant from the iris family (Iridacae) often grown as a garden specimen. As 

such it is undemanding, likes part shade and will freely spread if conditions are favourable. Like irises, it flowers in 

spring and summer, then may be evergreen or die down in winter, the leaves reappearing from its rhizome in spring. It 

occurs naturally throughout South America but also on the other side of the Pacific in Australia, New Zealand and New 

Guinea.  It was named after Marie-Anne Libert who was a Belgian botanist and mycologist (fungal expert). She was 

one of the first women plant pathologists. 

The left-hand side of the path is swathed in Jovellana violacea, also known as the violet slipper flower and a Chilean 

native. Its small bell-shaped flowers continue through spring into summer. Nearby, and throughout South American 

Gully, are flourishing Fuchsia spp.  References quote anywhere between 105 and 122 species of Fuchsia, most 

originating in South America, though four are native to New Zealand. They range from the tiny creeping Fuchsia 

procumbens from New Zealand, through to trees up to 12 metres.  Outstanding is Fuchsia boliviana which bears many 

long flowers in terminal clusters.  The genus is named after the Bavarian Leonart Fuchs, sometime professor of medicine 

at Tübingen. The botanist Banks on his return to England in 1788 after Cook’s 1st voyage, thought the fuchsia so valuable 

he carried one into the glasshouse at Kew on his head (presumably under his hat). 

In and around this area is a smell redolent of curry. It arises from Escallonia resinosa, also known as the vindaloo 

plant and there are many Escallonia spp planted in this area. These shrubs and trees have a range of flower forms, 

none of which is responsible for the smell. Rather it is produced as leaves break down on the soil surface. Continue up 

the Gully and take the path over the hump-back bridge to the right at the top. A short steep climb takes us up into the 

native Eucalyptus obliqua, or stringybark, regrowth with many flowering shrubs in the understorey at this time of the 

year. 

At the top of this path is a grove of Cornus florida, commonly 

known as flowering dogwood, which are admired for their big, bold, 

flat blossoms that are comprised of petal-like bracts that appear in 

spring on bare branches. The true flowers are actually the tiny, 

yellowish green and insignificant, button-like clusters in their 

centre. Fruits ripen in the late summer or autumn to a bright red, or 

occasionally yellow with a rosy blush and are an important food 

source for birds which then distribute their seeds. The common 

name of dogwood references an old-time use of hard slender 

stems to make skewers once known as ‘dags’ or ‘dogs’ and their 

native range is eastern North America. 
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Take the path down to the right, adjacent to the large termite mound which is part of the ecosystem actively recycling 

vegetation. On the way is a magnificent specimen of Sequoiadendron giganteum, or giant sequoia, native to the 

Sierra Ranges in California. Sequoia are known as trees with the biggest mass on earth when they are mature. This 

specimen is relatively young (50–60 years) but is developing the characteristics typical of the species.  

On the path across from the top of South American Gully to 

Rhododendron Gully we pass an elegant long needled example of a 

pine originating in the pine forests of the lower altitude regions, (700-

2750m) of the Eastern Himalayas. The cones are cylindrical and up 

to 15cms. Pinus bhutanica, as its name implies is from the NE region 

of India, Bhutan and into SW China.  Trees can be large forest 

specimens growing to 25 m or more.  Also called Bhutan Pine, it is 

very similar to P. wallichiana which shares that common name and 

taxonomically has even been listed as a subspecies.  This species 

occurs more in the border region of Afghanistan and Hindu Kush 

Mountains.  The needles appear white and green sided on closer 

inspection and are a feature of the white pine group, P strobus, the 

American wastern white pine. 

Nearby is a striking Azara lanceolata. During spring this tree attracts 

attention with its bright golden yellow blooms that make a wonderful 

show against the glossy green leaves. The most conspicuous part of 

flower are the stamens. Towards summer lavender-coloured berries 

are produced which are attractive to birds. This plant was discovered 

by Charles Darwin in 1834 whilst on the voyage of the Beagle and is 

native to Argentina and Chile. The genus name honours a Spanish 

naturalist, Felix de Azara (1742-1821) who was in South America in 

the late 1700s. The species name lanceolata describes the leaf form - 

like a lance's point. Its natural habitat is the cool temperate rainforests 

on both sides of the Andes Mountains of south Argentina and Chile. 

This is an evergreen tree and has been placed in the willow family, 

Salicaceae.  

We are now in Rhododendron Gully, which was started in 1966 and continues to be developed today.  It was severely 

affected by the 1983 Ash Wednesday bushfire. Rhododendrons were very popular in the gardens of the “big” houses 

on the Mount, many having been imported from overseas by the owners of those houses.  Competition was fierce 

between the gardeners to produce the best plants.  When the South-Eastern Freeway was started in 1967 Noel 

Lothian realized that many of the gardens along the old road would be destroyed with subsequent loss of historically 

important species from overseas.  An approach was made to the Highways Department and three years later a 

response was received – given just 3 weeks in mid-February to retrieve and move the plants.  Ultimately 95 plants 

were moved, mostly rhododendron hybrids, some over 10 feet (3 metres) tall.  All were rowed out in the top of the 

garden with sprinklers to mist the plants regularly throughout the hot summer days.  Remarkably only three were lost.   

Today the focus of the Collection is to grow species largely from China, to establish a taxonomic collection, to create a 

diverse rhododendron eco-system like their natural habitat, to collect as much as possible wild origin plants to ensure 

provenance, and to plant in groups of at least 10 or more to ensure survival.  There 

are more than 180 species in the collection, out of approximately 1000 known. 

You may choose to make your way up the various paths of Rhododendron Gully or 

explore the plantings across the bridge where you will find a flowering specimen of 

the handkerchief tree, Davidia involucrata.  This medium height tree is easy to 

walk past for most of the year, until in spring it wears its ‘handkerchiefs’ – large white 

bracts (modified leaves) surrounding a purple flower in its centre, looking as if it’s 

hung with hankies- or full of small ghosts. No wonder its common name is the 

handkerchief tree, or ghost tree. It was first found in China by a missionary, Father 

David, who gives his name to the genus. Rarely seen in Australia, it needs moist soil 

and perfect drainage to thrive- clearly here is has both.  
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This leaflet has been prepared by the Garden Guides and funded by the Friends of the Botanic Gardens of Adelaide  
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