
SPECIAL PLANTS OF THE MONTH                        April 2021 
Access to some of the stations on the map overleaf are as follows:  For the viewing platform at #4 
follow the path south along the west side of the Kitchen Garden.  The stand of river cooba (#5) can 
be reached by the broad ‘steps’ to the east of the platform.  From there follow the dotted arrows to 
site 6.  Finally, entry to the MEB (#10) is currently from the northern side. 
 
See over page for map                                      * An Australian native 

*1 Eucalpytus alatissima Wing-fruited mallee Western Australia, South Australia 
 At the south end of the carpark is a red-flowering mallee, native to central parts of the Great Victoria 

Desert.  The strongly-winged buds (alatissima) are tinged with red and set in groups of three.  Once known 
as E. kingsmillii, it is distinguished from that species by the waxy bloom on its young stems, buds and fruit. 

*2 Acacia araneosa Balcanoona wattle, spidery wattle Northern Flinders Ranges 
 This elegant wattle with deep-red stems and long narrow phyllodes, which can be over 0.5m long, is 

endemic to a small area of the Flinders Ranges on the eastern side of the Gammon Ranges, south of 
Arkaroola.  It flowers at irregular periods throughout the year.  It often grows in conjunction with Eucalyptus 
gillii and Triodia irritans which can be seen in the beds to the north. 

3 Tithonia diversifolia Mexican sunflower Mexico 
 An herbaceous perennial to 3m, this striking yellow-flowered composite was imported to Japan and SE Asia 

in the 1800s for its medicinal properties. The bitter, mildly-toxic dried leaves induced a fever, once thought to 
act as an antidote to many poisons!  Recently the stems, flowers and leaves have been used as an easily-
grown, affordable, green fertilizer, adding more N, P and K to deficient soils than animal manure, when cut 
and worked into the soil.  Unfortunately, it is naturalised and a serious weed in many tropical areas. 

4 Colocasia esculenta ‘Black Magic’ Elephant ears Cultivar 
 In the demonstration tanks at the back of the wetlands viewing platform are a number of wetland plants with 

a range of ecological roles described in the accompanying posters.  Elephant ears is an ornamental with 
large green to purplish leaves and burgundy stems emerging directly from the water.   The parent species, 
Colocasia esculenta, or taro, is a tropical plant grown for its edible corms.  Taro is an important food staple 
in African, Oceanic and South Asian cultures, and is thought to be one of the earliest cultivated plants. 

*5 Acacia stenophylla River cooba, shoestring wattle All mainland states 
 A prominent species along inland watercourses, this graceful acacia often grows under river red gums. The 

long pods (legumes) are woody and do not split at maturity like most acacias, but break at constrictions 
between the seeds.  The buoyant segments are then dispersed by floodwaters.   

6 Nymphaea cultivars  The waterlily pond is in the centre of the Sunken Garden  

 

Apart from Nymphaea odorata, a widespread species from Central and North America with fragrant, white, 
diurnal flowers, all the other lilies here are cultivars bred in the 1880s, eg Nymphaea 'Caroliniana Nivea' 
(white with conspicuous stamens), and N. 'Chromatella' (cup-shaped and canary-yellow).  Of special interest 
is Nymphaea 'Moorei' with its classic-yellow petals in a nest of spreading sepals which blush slightly pink. 
The first Australian hybrid, it was bred here in the ABG in 1885. The submerged leaf stalks (petioles) and 
rhizomes of these plants contain air channels allowing oxygen to flow from the leaves to the roots. 

7 Dahlia cultivars The surrounding holm oak hedge was planted in the 1920s  
 This collection displays some of the remarkable variation in colour and form in this genus of herbaceous 

perennials.  By 2015, 57,000 distinct cultivars were registered with the Royal Horticultural Society of London.  
The origin of modern dahlia hybrids is not fully understood but it is known that they were developed from wild 
forms native to the uplands of Mexico, Central America and northern South America.  The dahlia is the 
national flower of Mexico and was named in honour of the Swedish botanist, Anders Dahl. 

*8 Mallotus philippensis Kamala tree  Asia, Malesia, Pacific Islands, Australia 

 

This species grows in a wide range of habitats, from monsoon forest to scrub on open rocky ground.  Male 
and female flowers grow on separate trees in yellow-brown racemes.  Kamala powder, made from the 
glandular hairs on ripe fruits, is the source of a bright orange dye used for dying wool and silk.  It is also 
used as a food preservative, and for treatment of a number of medical conditions including tapeworm. 

*9 Aleurites moluccana  var. moluccana  Candlenut tree, varnish tree        Fiji, Malaysia, Qld 

 

Widely distributed by humans, the species has creamy-white flowers and is often planted as an ornamental. 
It has also been used for rehabilitation of degraded land, among many other uses.  The seed kernels consist 
of 50% oil, traditionally used for lighting and lately even in high performance racecars.  Charred nuts were 
used to make an ink for tattoos.  The seeds are eaten by the giant white-tailed rat in north Queensland.    

10 Santos Museum of Economic Botany Open Wednesday - Sunday, 10am – 4pm.  
 
 

First opened in 1881 the museum retains many early collections, its decorative ceiling and original display 
cases and is always a delight to those interested in the economic and cultural uses of plants.  An added 
bonus, housed here during the Festival of Arts, is the exhibition, ‘Shared Reckonings’, by Catherine Truman.   
Another of Catherine’s installations can be seen through the windows of the Deadhouse (see map). 

 


