
Please do not spread soil-borne diseases by walking on the garden beds.                                             
See the Friends’ website: www.friendsbgadelaide.com for photos of the plants on this trail. 

RECYCLING this Self-guided walk by returning to the box will help preserve our planet’s resources! 

SPECIAL PLANTS FOR  
JULY/AUGUST 2019 

 

WITTUNGA TRAIL 
 

A Chamelaucium uncinatum ‘Early Mist’ MYRTACEAE Geraldton wax WA 

 Can be grown as a light open hedge, specimen or feature plant. Attractive to bees, butterflies and beneficial 

insects. While they grow in the open full sun they also grow happily in the light shade of tall native trees. 

B The Lake 

 Wittunga was established as a private home by English-born estate agent and naturalist Edwin Ashby (1861-
1941) in 1902. The property originally had extensive apple and pear orchards. In the early 1900s, the lake area 
was enlarged and the water was used to irrigate the orchard.  

C Thamnochortus spicigerus RESTIONACEAE Large thatching reed South Africa 

 A striking, tufted- or tussock-forming perennial to 2 metres. The stems are used for thatch. The copper-coloured 
to dark-brown spikelets of the flower heads are sold as long-lasting cut flower.    

D Erica sessiliflora     ERICACEAE Green heath Cape Province, South Africa 

 Can be distinguished from other Ericas by the red fruiting bodies persisting on the stems below the spike of 
current flowers. Seeds are retained in these structures until released by fire, a characteristic not shared by any 
other Erica. 

E Buddleja salviifolia BUDDLEJACEAE Mountain sage South Africa to tropical Africa 

 One of seven species of buddlejas, this semi-evergreen, bushy shrub can grow to 4m.  Its dense, sweetly-
scented panicles of white to lilac flowers attract bees, butterflies and birds.  Widespread and common. 

F Eucalyptus polyanthemos ssp. vestita    MYRTACEAE                                  Red box    Victoria to Southern NSW 

 The sub specific name ‘vestita’, or ‘clothed’, refers to the rough bark which often extends from the trunk to the 
smallest branches.  Leaves in the mature canopy often retain much of the character of the rounded, grey-green 
juvenile leaves.  Flowering June to January. 

G Hakea cristata PROTEACEAE Snail hakea  WA 

  An ornamental prickly shrub with attractive foliage and creamy white rounded, faintly scented flowers appearing 
in profusion in the winter months. It is an open shrub which will accept quite severe pruning.  

H Eucalyptus caesia ssp. caesia       MYRTACEAE Gungurru WA 

 A very decorative mallee with bright red flowers which attract rainbow lorikeets. The smooth tan bark curls off 

revealing fresh pale green bark beneath. New foliage, flower buds and fruit are covered with a white powder.  

I The Billabong 

 The Billabong features Australian wetland plants.  Watch the purple swamphen, wood duck and black duck 
splashing and diving in the water and try to spot the honeyeaters, rosellas, lorikeets and other parrots that nest in 
the nearby eucalyptus collection.  

J Hakea ruscifolia    PROTEACEAE Candle hakea WA        

 Produces sweetly scented white flowers in leaf axils. A hardy ornamental species which is tolerant of moderate 
frosts. A good understory shrub. 

K Acacia boormanii               FABACEAE Snowy River wattle SE Australia 

 Acacia boormanii is a suckering, multi-stemmed, copse-forming shrub or small tree, which is ideal as a screening 

plant. It is fast growing and has fragrant flowers in winter to spring.                                                           

L Eucalyptus remota MYRTACEAE Kangaroo Island mallee ash           KI, SA 

 Virtually unknown in cultivation, the species is found on the western end of Kangaroo Island where it grows on 

gravelly sands and loams. The tree has a mallee habit and can grow to a height of 15 metres. It will grow quickly 

in sandy, acid type soils. 

M Protea neriifolia PROTEACEAE Oleander leaf protea   South Africa 

 This is a very hardy plant tolerating a wide variety of climates from wet winters to dry summers. Protea flowers 
are spectacular, large, varying in colour and are renowned for long lasting properties as cut flowers.  

N Melianthus major            MELIANTHACEAE Large Honey Flower             South Africa 

 An evergreen suckering shrub, endemic to South Africa and naturalized in India, Australia and New Zealand. 

Displays attractive long dark-red flower spikes and when bruised have a strong salty peanut butter like smell.  


