
SPECIAL PLANTS OF THE MONTH                             August  2019 
The month’s walk leads from the Goodman Plaza, with its focus on the Flinders Ranges, through the 
Wetlands, up the stairs from the Sunken Garden to the Mallee  section along the south  boundary, 
where many species including wattles, Sennas and Eremophilas are flowering and fruiting. 
 

The numbers refer to locations on the map on the reverse of this sheet 

*1 Goodman Plaza   
 On the plaza fronting the Goodman Building and State Herbarium, several beds showcase some of the 

wildflowers of the Flinders Ranges in the north of South Australia, including a mix of everlasting daisies.  
The brilliant red and black flowers to the east are Sturt’s desert pea, South Australia’s floral emblem. 

*2 Eucalyptus gillii Silver or Arkaroola Mallee  Mainly South Australia  
 Apart from an isolated population north of Broken Hill, NSW, this low-growing mallee is confined to the 

Flinders Ranges. The stalkless, opposite leaves and beaked flower buds have a waxy bloom, giving the tree 
a striking silver hue.  Named in honour of W. W. Gill, once a Conservator of Forests in South Australia. 

3 Solanum muricatum Pepino dulce (sweet cucumber) Andes, South America 
 If the Kitchen Garden is open to the public look for the trellis covered with the lush trailing growth of pepino 

dulce. The attractive, pale-green fruit, looks like a small melon and tastes like a mixture of honeydew and 
cucumber. A relative of tomatoes and potatoes, this species was important to the Incas.  It is grown more for 
local consumption than for export, as the thin skin doesn’t travel well. 

4 Ceratonia siliqua Carob Eastern Mediterranean 
 In the southeast corner of the Kitchen Garden is a small carob, from the same family as peas and beans, 

which will eventually grow to a tall evergreen tree.  Female trees over 15 years old produce long, edible 
pods, which can be dried and ground to a flour, or otherwise processed to produce carob chips, syrup or 
confectionery. Carob pods have a  high sugar content but no caffeine. 

*5 Hakea francisiana Grass leaf hakea  
 Named for George W. Francis, our first director (1855-1865), this beautiful shrub attracts honeyeaters and 

bees to its stunning pale- to deep-pink flowers. The large racemes, up to 100 mm long, flower from July to 
October.  The woody fruits need suitable environmental conditions like a bushfire to shed their seed. 

*6 Brachychiton discolor Lacebark tree, White kurrajong Central NSW to southern QLD 

 

Growing in front of the stables which served a former Asylum (see station 7), this slow growing tree is 
tolerant of a range of climates, and is common in cultivation.  Note the finely-patterned bark for which it is 
named.  You may also be able to see a few of the boat-shaped fruits typical of this genus in the canopy.  
Large pink bell-shaped flowers appear when the tree is leafless in spring and early summer. 

7 Pistacia atlantica Wild pistachio  Iran, Iraq, Turkey, North Africa 
 The wild pistachio, from the cashew and mango family, is commonly used as rootstock for the commercially 

grown Pistacia vera.  The plaque under the tree reminds us that this was once the site of a large hospital 
(1852-1902), built to house people with mental health problems or addictions. One of their duties was to 
tend the surrounding gardens.  

*8 Hakea leucoptera Needle hakea Arid areas of mainland Australia 

 

Once widespread in all mainland states, this small tree is now less common in marginal lands. Indigenous 
people used the roots as a water source, collecting the water oozing from one end of a root while the other 
was heated over a slow fire.  Nectar was used for sweetening drinks, and the burnt bark as a poultice for 
burns and sores. The woody fruits are a major food source for endangered glossy black cockatoos. 

*9 Eucalyptus youngiana Ooldea mallee, Large-fruited mallee SA, WA 

 

Commonly found growing in the Great Victoria Desert, its natural habit is that of a mallee, a multi-stemmed 
eucalypt growing from a lignotuber. The flowers, the largest of any SA eucalypt, have remarkable, horn–
shaped caps, pushed off by the emerging stamens to reveal pinkish–red or white blossoms. Named in 
honour of Jess Young, a member of the Giles expedition to WA in 1875. 

*10 Santalum acuminatum Quandong, Native peach Arid and semi-arid mainland Australia 
 This hemiparasitic plant relies on the roots of one or more host plants for water and soil nutrients, but not for 

sugars.  The young green fruit, maturing to shiny red, is a stone fruit like a peach, but with only a thin outer 
layer of flesh which is sometimes made into jam.  In its natural habitat emus disperse the seed, digesting 
the fleshy outer coat, and distributing the large pitted stone enclosing the seed in their droppings.   

*11 Dodonaea subglandulifera Peep Hill hopbush South Australia 
 Endemic to S.A., this species grows on loamy soils associated with rocky outcrops on low hills with a cover 

of open shrublands and mallee.  The beautiful red-brown, winged capsules you see on either side of the 
path develop from inconspicuous, yellow-green flowers.  Each fruit contains several hard black seeds.  

*An Australian native 


