
SPECIAL PLANTS OF THE MONTH    December 2019-January 2020 
This end of year walk begins in the shade of the Australian Forest, and ends in the air-conditioned 
comfort of the Museum of Economic Botany which is now hosting a special exhibition.  In early 
December head towards the noise of lorikeets feasting on nectar dripping from the South African 
Schotia brachypetala, and look for the beautiful sacred lotus in the New Year. 
 
The numbers refer to locations on the map on the reverse of this sheet 

*1 Cyathea cooperi Lacy tree fern NSW, Qld  
 From the bridge leading into the Australian Forest look for the slender, elegant tree fern in the patch of 

vegetation on your right.  The plantings here are multi-layered, with eucalypts overtopping the Davidson’s 
plums and the shorter, stockier tree ferns.  The understorey includes species of Lomandra with strappy 
leaves and yellow flowers, and the lavender-flowered Cordyline.   This patch mimics, to some extent, the 
structure you might find in a natural community. 

*2 Grevillea robusta Silky Oak Qld and NSW 
 Insects and birds are attracted to the striking racemes of golden–orange flowers of this evergreen tree.  The 

largest of the grevilleas, is it is grown widely as an ornamental, but can become an environmental weed 
outside its natural range.  In the understorey and along nearby paths, the slender legume Senna acclinis 
with its yellow flowers (or long pods) is a vulnerable species pollinated by generalist native bees.   

*3 Pisonia umbellifera   Bird catcher tree, parapara            NSW, Qld 
 Along the path separating the Australian Forest from the Classground, these plants with large glossy green 

leaves, north of the bottle tree, have elongated, sticky fruit which can trap insects and small birds.   Touch 
the fruit to feel the stickiness which allows dispersal of the fruit on hair and feathers.  

*4 Toona ciliata Red cedar        Southern Asia to sub tropical Australia 
 Best seen from inside the Classground, this member of the mahogany family (Meliaceae) was highly prized 

by early European settlers for its fine-grained, beautiful pink to dark red timber, which is easily worked and 
carved.  Wood cutters could readily identify these valuable tall trees by the distinctive rough scaly reptilian-
like bark and bright-red spring foliage, which led to rampant over-logging. 

*5 Rhodomyrtus psidioides Native guava Queensland 
 Both the Latin and common names of this species refer to the cultivated guava, Psidium guajava, another 

species in the same family.  The leaves are said to have a pineapple-like fragrance when crushed, and 
racemes of white or pink flowers in late spring produce fragrant, yellow, edible berries in summer. 

6 The International Rose Garden  Northern Hemisphere 

 

Not found naturally in the southern hemisphere, roses in all their forms grow remarkably well in Adelaide’s 
mediterranean climate.  They range in size from those growing over 5 m arches (eg the aptly-named Rosa 
gigantea) to shrubs barely reaching a height of 1 m.  Flower form is equally varied; some have just five 
petals while others have flowers with many tens of petals.  Rose scent is often described as heady and 
inhaling the vapour of rose oil has a similar relaxing effect on animals as a small dose of Valium. 

*7 Acronychia littoralis Scented acronychia North-eastern NSW, south-east Qld  
 A shrub or small tree from the citrus family growing in littoral rainforest or in wet sclerophyll forest on the 

sandy coastal plain.   In its natural habitat, small, yellow flowers appear in summer.  The masses of small, 4-
lobed, lemon-coloured fruits seen here have a mild citrus scent.  Already under pressure from housing and 
other development, its habitat is close to the November wildfires which burned large areas in NSW.    

*8 Hibiscus heterophyllus Australian rosella NSW, Qld 

 

One of 35 Hibiscus species native to Australia, its showy flowers and edible fruits are particularly attractive 
to lorikeets, honeyeaters and butterflies.  In its natural environment flower colour can vary from yellow to 
white but all have a deep purple centre. Look for the minute, rose-like prickles on the young stems. 

9 Arbutus spp. Strawberry trees, madrones Canary Is, Spain, SW USA, Mexico, Central America 

 

 Members of this genus of evergreen trees and shrubs from the heather family, have flaking reddish bark 
and edible berries, superficially resembling strawberries. This small grove of attractive trees is comprised of 
the Canary madrona, A. canariensis, and the Texas madrona, A. glandulosa (now A. xalapensis). 

10 Magnolia grandiflora         Southern magnolia  South-eastern USA 
 Flanking the entrance to the Museum these magnificent, evergreen trees have a dense canopy of glossy, 

green, leathery leaves that are rusty tomentose below. The cup-shaped, fragrant, creamy-white flowers 
produce a cluster of fruits in a cone-like structure, each opening to reveal the bright-red seeds within. Even 
though endemic to lowland subtropical forests they are widely planted in the warmer parts of the world.   

11 Museum of Economic Botany Sponsored by SANTOS  
 This summer the museum adds to its fascinating standing collections with the “Part exhibition, part 

installation, Bunha-bunhanga Aboriginal agriculture in the south east by Wiradjuri/Kamilaroi curator and 
artist Jonathan Jones”  extending the connection between plants and people. 

*An Australian native 


